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Abstract : 
 
Azerbaijan’s information warfare against France has escalated into an explicit and systematic information warfare, 
at times escalating into hybrid war since 2023. It has various aspects - the France-Armenia 
partnership, the manipulation of anti-colonial narratives in the French Overseas Territories and Corsica, 
exploitation of anti-colonial narratives against France among Sub-Saharan African nations, legacy of the Algerian 
war, management of the Olympic games and domestic politics of France.  
 

 

https://evnreport.com/politics/part-i-evolution-of-french-support-for-armenia-amid-azerbaijans-aaggression/
https://evnreport.com/politics/part-i-evolution-of-french-support-for-armenia-amid-azerbaijans-aaggression/
https://evnreport.com/politics/manipulation-of-anti-colonial-narratives-in-french-overseas-territories-and-corsica/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/02/13/france-algerian-war-legacy-politics-colonialism/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/02/13/france-algerian-war-legacy-politics-colonialism/
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Introduction 

 
Over the last two years, Azerbaijan has employed tactics of harassment against any international 
actor supporting Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians. Baku has targeted the EU, the 
U.S., international and non-governmental organizations, watchdogs, scholars, analysts and 
journalists. By bullying tactics, Azerbaijan is trying to ensure impunity for the ethnic cleansing of 
Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh, and for its military offensives and coercive tactics against the 
Republic of Armenia. Azerbaijan has thus become particularly hostile towards France due to its 
consistent support for Armenia and criticism of Azerbaijan.  
 
Indeed, the deteriorating relationship between France and Azerbaijan stems from the growing 
partnership between France and Armenia. Azerbaijan has been attempting to discredit France to 
prevent its political support to Armenia and especially its support to Armenia’s defense sector. 
France was the first EU and NATO member country that started supporting Armenia’s defense 
sector. It took that decision after Azerbaijan occupied around 215 sq km-s of Armenia’s border 
areas in 2021-2022, and finalized its campaign of ethnic cleansing of Nagorno-Karabakh 
Armenians in September 2023. During those developments, France was voicing criticism in 
relation to Azerbaijan’s actions in the UN Security Council. France was also a major advocate for 
the deployment of the EU civilian observation mission in Armenia (EUMA) under the Common 
Security and Defense Policy. 
 
Yet, France and Azerbaijan have economic relations, particularly in the energy sector. French, 
notably TotalEnergies, have been active in Azerbaijan's offshore gas projects, such as the 
"Absheron" field. Additionally, the French Development Agency (AFD) has invested €280 
million in Azerbaijan's rail connectivity, supporting the East-West and North-South corridors, 
and is prepared to double its investments up to €600 million, focusing on infrastructure projects 
in transport, water, clean energy, and sustainable development.  
 
Though, Azerbaijan’s campaign of disinformation regarding France’s partnership with Armenia 
gradually escalated into a broader campaign against France. Its substance and style mirrors 
Russia’s similar campaign in Africa and the European neighborhood.  
 
This article analyses Azerbaijani narratives concerning the Armenia-France cooperation amongst 
nations in Sub-Saharan Africa, highlighting their similarities with Russian narratives, as well as 
the methods and platforms through which they are promoted. 
 

The Channels and Agents of the Anti-French Rhetoric 

Instumentalising the Non-Aligned Movement 

 
Azerbaijan held the chair of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) from 2019 and 2023. NAM 
was founded during the Cold War as a collective of states that sought to remain independent of 
the ideological and political alignments of the US-led West and the Soviet-led East. However, it 
also served as a forum for nations to address broader issues of global justice, particularly anti-
colonialism and decolonization. NAM has served as a platform for African nations to advocate 
for the end of colonial rule and economic independence since its establishment. It has been 
pivotal in accelerating the decolonization process across the continent throughout 1961-1990. 
 

https://evnreport.com/politics/how-azerbaijan-deceives-and-harasses-the-international-community/
https://www.defense.gouv.fr/actualites/france-renforce-sa-relation-defense-larmenie#:~:text=La%20France%20solidaire%20de%20l'Arm%C3%A9nie&text=A%20travers%20cette%20rencontre%2C%20les,forces%20arm%C3%A9niennes%20dans%20leur%20transformation.
https://www.france24.com/fr/asie-pacifique/20231003-la-cheffe-de-la-diplomatie-fran%C3%A7aise-en-arm%C3%A9nie-pour-renforcer-les-liens-avec-erevan
https://freedomhouse.org/report/special-report/2024/why-are-there-no-armenians-nagorno-karabakh
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/country-files/azerbaijan/news/article/emergency-meeting-on-the-situation-in-nagorno-karabakh-speech-by-catherine
https://x.com/MinColonna/status/1617514872136400897
https://az.ambafrance.org/French-Azerbaijani-trade-and-investment-outlook?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://totalenergies.com/azerbaijan
https://evnreport.com/politics/part-i-evolution-of-french-support-for-armenia-amid-azerbaijans-aaggression/
https://president.az/en/pages/view/azerbaijan/qoshulmama
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/the-non-aligned-movement-and-the-north-south-conflict
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The last year of Azerbaijan’s NAM tenure coincided with the last stage of its ethnic cleansing 
campaign against Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians that had started with the war in September-
November 2020. As a permanent member of the UN Security Council (SC), France had a lead 
role in convening SC meetings to address the situation in Nagorno-Karabakh between 
December 2022 and September 2023. Earlier, France initiated UN Security Council meeting in 
September 2022 when Azerbaijan launched a major military offensive against Armenia, violating 
its territorial integrity and occupying its border areas. According to the Azerbaijani AIR Center, a 
government-sponsored think tank headed by former Azerbaijani career ambassador Farid 

Shafiyev, famous for his anti-Armenian and anti-French propaganda, “during the Karabakh war 
in October 2020 as well as in 2022, NAM members blocked an anti-Azerbaijan statement at the 
UN Security Council”.  
 
The 2023 NAM Ministerial Meeting was convened in Baku on 5-6 July when the blockade of 
Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians had become total. It was the month when Azerbaijan banned 
even International Committee of the Red Cross to deliver humanitarian supplies to Nagorno-
Karabakh, which led to the starvation of Armenians locked up there. It was followed by the 
subsequent military offensive in Nagorno-Karabakh and the forced displacement of its 
Armenian population in September. Azerbaijan’s President Ilham Aliyev delivered a 
welcome speech at the opening of the NAM Ministerial in which he used not only anti-
Armenian but also more than 20 anti-French references. He notably accused Paris of “inflicting 
conflict” in the Caucasus and committing “most of the bloody crimes in the colonial history of 
humanity.” 
 

Air Center, the Baku Initiative Group and “Western Azerbaijan” NGO 

 
On 6 July 2023, AIR Center organized a roundtable titled “Towards the Complete Elimination 
of Colonialism” in the margins of the NAM Ministerial. The roundtable adopted a statement 
establishing the Baku Initiative Group (BIG), “to support combatting colonialism and 
neocolonialism.” BIG’s slogan is ”Union, Liberty and Independence”, and its declared 
objective is “supporting the struggles for freedom and independence of those living under 
colonial and neocolonial rule, committing to solidarity and practical assistance.” Despite its 
broad name, it became a tool to sustain and develop Azerbaijan’s information warfare against 
France, manipulating anti-colonial resentments of the representatives from French Overseas 
Territories and francophone Africa, and providing them a platform to speak out against French 
policies and influence. At time, it also targets other Western states or the European institutions, 
critical of Azerbaijan and supportive for Armenia. Aliyev expressed public appreciation of BIG’s 
work during the Media Forum held by Azerbaijan in Shushi on July 24, 2024, which proves the 
state-sponsored nature of this organization.  
 
In the beginning of its information warfare against France, Azerbaijan was more focused on the 
French Overseas Territories, and BIG dedicated more than ten events to the manipulation of 
decolonization narratives in them. BIG started organizing conferences on “decolonization” at 
the UN headquarters in New York,  UN Office in Geneva, Istanbul and Baku in 2023-2024. 
Official press releases about these events were circulated in the Azerbaijani media and social 
media with tags #decolonization, #politiquefrancaise, #politiquecolonialefrançaise and 
#frenchcolonialism. It has been claiming to support the “decolonization” of the French overseas 
territories in the South Pacific, Corsica and Mayotte, and “neocolonialism” of France in African 
countries that have been French colonies in the past.  
 

https://freedomhouse.org/report/special-report/2024/why-are-there-no-armenians-nagorno-karabakh
https://evnreport.com/politics/why-international-actors-are-responsible-for-armenians-in-nagorno-karabakh/
https://aircenter.az/en/single/opinion-the-nam-has-been-reinvigorated-and-strengthened-under-azerbaijani-chairmanship-1236
https://aircenter.az/uploads/ILxOpTeM6BhR.pdf
https://www.occrp.org/en/feature/we-couldnt-work-properly-how-azerbaijan-obstructed-red-cross-relief-during-the-nagorno-karabakh-siege
https://www.justsecurity.org/87574/starvation-as-a-means-of-genocide-azerbaijans-blockade-of-the-lachin-corridor-between-armenia-and-nagorno-karabakh/
https://opiniojuris.org/2023/11/06/forced-displacement-of-armenians-from-nagorno-karabakh-a-response/
https://president.az/en/articles/view/60366
https://aircenter.az/en/post/the-final-statement-was-signed-at-the-round-table-on-toward-complete-elimination-of-colonialism-1228
https://x.com/bakuinitiative?lang=en
https://bakuinitiative.com/aboutus#ourmission
https://bakuinitiative.com/aboutus#ourmission
https://x.com/bakuinitiative/status/1814732441694708213
https://apa.az/en/foreign-policy/baku-initiative-group-raises-issue-of-neocolonialism-at-un-statement-was-adopted-updated-photo-video-412487
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/world/baku-initiative-group-holds-int-l-conference-on-decolonization/3146710
https://www.france.fr/en/article/french-overseas-territories
https://www.france.fr/en/article/french-overseas-territories
https://evnreport.com/politics/manipulation-of-anti-colonial-narratives-in-french-overseas-territories-and-corsica/
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 On 3 October 2024, BIG organized the “International Conference on the Neo-Colonialist 
Policy of France in Africa” in Baku, which was the first event focused on Africa. According to 
BIG, political figures, diplomats, experts, journalists and civil society representatives from 11 
African countries, as well as Mayotte, took part in the event. Despite the apparent attendance of 
no more than 20 participants, the Azerbaijani propaganda machine and international lobbyists 
have tried to brand it as a conference that “raises the bar for dialogue on French Neocolonialism 
in Africa.”  
 
It is not clear whether the timing was coincidental or intentional, but an “anti-colonial” 
conference focused on Africa was held in Baku during the same week as the 19th Summit of the 
Organisation internationale of la Francophonie (OIF) on October 4-5. The Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Francophonie adopted a “Resolution on crisis situations in the Francophone 
space, overcoming them and strengthening of peace.” This resolution condemned Azerbaijan’s 
actions in Nagorno-Karabakh and expressed support for Armenia’s independence and 
sovereignty1. Azerbaijan’s Foreign Ministry promptly denounced the resolution, and 
BIG echoed it. They questioned the credibility of the organization, suggesting it was a political 
tool used by France to pressure other nations, and recommended it “focus on the crimes 
committed by the French Government in the Overseas Territories under French 
domination.” This doesn’t exhaust the list of channels for Azerbaijan to voice anti-French 
rhetorics amongst African nations. 
 
On 24 October 2024, the European Parliament adopted a resolution on the situation in 
Azerbaijan, violation of human rights and international law and relations with Armenia. The 
Resolution condemns Azerbaijan’s support for “irredentist groups and disinformation operations 
targeting France,” and “regrets the smear campaign aimed at damaging France’s reputation.” 
French members of the European Parliament from different political forces played an 
active role in its adoption. Azerbaijan’s parliament reacted to the resolution with 
a statement claiming that the resolution is “based on the false narratives of France, Armenia, and 
the Armenian lobby.” It has also accused the European Parliament of “chauvinistic, racist, and 
colonial thinking,” and claimed that “by labelling the peoples fighting against colonialism as 
irredentist groups, European parliamentarians justify France’s colonial policies, framing them as 
part of European politics.”  
 
Since summer 2024, Baku extended its information warfare also to the “Dutch colonial rule”, 
after the Parliament of the Netherlands adopted two resolutions urging Azerbaijan to preserve 
Armenian cultural heritage in Nagorno-Karabakh and release Armenian captives. In 
its condemnation of these resolutions, Azerbaijan cited the “colonial past of the Netherlands 
with numerous instances of subjugation and exploitation of various peoples across Asia, Africa 
and the Americas,” referencing “crimes committed against them,” “brutal tactics,” and “looting 
of the national wealth of the countries under colonial rule.”  
 
The Dutch maintained colonies in contemporary Ghana from 1598-1872, in South Africa from 
1652-1795 and 1803-1806, and briefly in other territories. The year 1872 marks the end of Dutch 
colonization in Africa, with both South Africa and Ghana subsequently taken over by the British 
in 1806 and 1872, respectively. Interestingly, Azerbaijan has not criticized the UK––with whom 
it has close partnership––for its colonial legacy. It doesn’t mention overseas territories of 
the U.S., UK, Denmark or other territories and regions in Europe with aspirations of self-
determination.  

                                                 
1 Armenia has been an OIF member since 2004. 

https://bakuinitiative.com/news/bakitesebbusqrupununteskilatciligiilebakiseherindefransaninafrikadaneokolonializmsiyaseti-adlibeynelxalqkonfranskecirilib
https://bakuinitiative.com/news/bakitesebbusqrupununteskilatciligiilebakiseherindefransaninafrikadaneokolonializmsiyaseti-adlibeynelxalqkonfranskecirilib
https://theliberum.com/baku-initiative-group-raises-the-bar-for-dialogue-on-french-neocolonialism-in-africa/
https://www.francophonie.org/sites/default/files/2024-10/Resol_crises_SOM_XIX_05102024_vf.pdf
https://azertag.az/en/xeber/azerbaijan_039s_foreign_ministry_provocative_steps_of_armenia_and_france_within_international_organization_of_francophonie_failed-3216090
https://x.com/bakuinitiative/status/1842599660306710545
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-10-2024-0029_EN.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawGH5IRleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHd0KLtD_zYB3vz4cVH3rKvvdEy-Lz-pb5q8oPkAqPZHwDe2mMhk0fTL5Og_aem_3OOTJmi6o7d-FoGY66Pjiw
https://www.lefigaro.fr/international/azerbaidjan-le-parlement-europeen-juge-les-violations-des-droits-de-l-homme-par-bakou-incompatibles-avec-son-statut-de-pays-hote-de-la-cop29-20241024
https://report.az/en/milli-majlis/milli-majlis-of-azerbaijan-firmly-rejects-deliberately-distorted-biased-and-one-sided-resolution-of-european-parliament/
https://report.az/en/foreign-politics/baku-conference-participants-call-on-netherlands-to-renounce-its-colonial-policy-in-bonaire-statement/
https://www.1lurer.am/en/2024/10/12/Dutch-Parliament-adopted-two-resolutions-related-to-Armenia/1203152
https://oc-media.org/france-accuses-azerbaijan-of-supporting-riots-in-new-caledonia/
https://thehague.mfa.gov.gh/four-centuries-of-ghana-netherlands-relations-a-historical-perspective#:~:text=The%20Dutch%20then%20fortified%20its,were%20ceded%20to%20the%20British.
https://oc-media.org/france-accuses-azerbaijan-of-supporting-riots-in-new-caledonia/
https://www.doi.gov/library/internet/insular
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5fdca611e90e07452a1c44de/UKOTs_Information_Paper.pdf
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During the BIG’s conference “on French Neocolonialism in Africa”, Vasif Huseynov, a 
geopolitical expert from the government-sponsored AIR Center, quoted the founder of the 
modern Turkish Republic, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk: “Sovereignty is not given; it is taken,” 
claiming that these words resonate deeply today, especially in Africa.  Azerbaijan promotes 
Atatürk as a role model for African “non-interference” and “liberation2.  
 
Besides the Baku Initiative Group, Azerbaijan employs also other state-sponsored NGOs to 
articulate broader anti-French narratives. The “Western Azerbaijan Community” organization, 
established to assert Azerbaijan’s claim that Armenia is a pseudo-state and calls Armenia 
“Western Azerbaijan” with explicit expansionist claims — issued a strongly worded anti-
French statement in January 2024, which is a conglomeration of multiple anti-French narratives. 
It was a reaction to the resolution adopted by the French Senate on 17 January urging Azerbaijan 
to respect the right of self-determination of Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians and condemning 
Azerbaijan for their ethnic cleansing finalized in September 2023. The statement labels French 
MPs as “modern crusaders” and asserts that “Azerbaijan doesn’t require permission to conduct 
military operations on its sovereign territory.” Amongst other narratives, it uged the French 
Senate answer questions about “what the French army is doing in Niger, Mali, Burkina Faso”. 
When Azerbaijan’s President Aliyev received the ambassador of Burkina-Faso for the handover 
of his credentials on August 5, 2024, he dedicated a significant part of the meeting to voicing 
anti-French sentiments. Aliyev then   mentioned France’s biased position towards Azerbaijan, 
asserting that “France had shown its true colors and acted unfairly against Azerbaijan at the UN 
and the EU following Azerbaijan’s liberation of its lands.” He stated that Azerbaijan has “raised 
its voice against… colonial policies of France” and “called for independence and freedom for 
peoples subjected to colonial oppression by France,” even if Burkina Faso itself has been 
independent since 1960.  
 

Mayotte’s Case 

 
Mayotte, along with New Caledonia and Martinique, has become a prime target for Azerbaijan’s 
anti-French propaganda. In September 2024, BIG held a separate conference on Mayotte’s 
decolonization, with active participation of representatives from the Comoros.  
Mayotte is an island in the Indian Ocean, strategically located in the Mozambique Channel and 
part of the Comoros archipelago. In 1974, while the other three islands of the archipelago opted 
for independence from France through a referendum ––leading to the Comoros’ declaration of 
independence in 1975, Mayotte chose to remain a French Overseas Territory. In a 1976 
referendum in Mayotte, 99.4% of its population reaffirmed their desire to remain a French 
territory rather than join the Comoros. In 2000, Mayotte’s population voted in favor of greater 
integration with France, moving towards becoming a “department” of France. In the 2009 
referendum, 95.2% of Mayotte’s population voted to become a full-fledged department of 
France. The alternatives were to maintain the status of a French collectivity or potentially seek 
association with the Comoros. In 2011, Mayotte officially became France’s 101st department, 
ensuring greater access to French social services and legal systems.  
 
Mayotte’s population estimated 300,000 in 2023, has been growing rapidly due to high birth rates 
and immigration, mainly from the Comoros, attracted by better living conditions and 

                                                 
2 Azerbaijan maintains a close relationship with Turkey based on the “One nation, two states” notion. It has ensured 
its military victory in 2020 Karabakh war with Turkey’s significant support. 

https://theliberum.com/baku-initiative-group-raises-the-bar-for-dialogue-on-french-neocolonialism-in-africa/
https://azertag.az/en/xeber/western_azerbaijan_community_responds_to_french_senates_resolution-2887993
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/17/textes/l17b0565_proposition-resolution
https://president.az/en/articles/view/66625
https://www.mayottehebdo.com/actualite/breves/une-conference-sur-loccupation-illegale-de-mayotte-en-azerbaidjan/
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/replay-radio/histoires-d-info/quand-la-france-arracha-mayotte-aux-comores-1974-1976_1780287.html
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/replay-radio/histoires-d-info/quand-la-france-arracha-mayotte-aux-comores-1974-1976_1780287.html
https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/archives-outre-mer-mayotte-long-chemin-departementalisation-569515.html
https://www.france24.com/en/20110401-indian-ocean-mayotte-becomes-101-overseas-department-france
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/194022/1/Roberts%2C%20MOLINACO.pdf
https://researchcentre.trtworld.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Turkey-Azerbaijan-Armenia.pdf
https://evnreport.com/politics/revisiting-turkeys-role-in-the-2020-nagorno-karabakh-war/
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opportunities. This growth has led to social divides, challenges related to housing, healthcare, 
education, poverty, and civil unrest. 
 
The Comoros has claimed sovereignty over Mayotte, considering that Mayotte should have 
joined the rest of the archipelago in forming the independent state of Comoros, based on the 
principle of territorial unity. The Comoros has raised the issue at the UN, which passed 
a resolution in 1975 calling for negotiations. In response, France has cited Mayotte’s choice to 
remain a French territory, which has led to tensions between France and the Comoros. Recently, 
the Comoros has begun appealing to the African Union, NAM, and Organization of Islamic 
Conference for support in the Mayotte issue. Azerbaijan supports the Comoros’ claim of 
sovereignty over Mayotte.  
 
The flood, which occurred in Mayotte in December 2024 due to Cyclone Chido, left widespread 
damage across the island. Instead of expressing condolences for the devastating flood in 
Mayotte, Azerbaijan's propaganda machine focused on the incident where President Macron was 
confronted by frustrated locals. Azerbaijani propagandists speculated that France was 
responsible for the situation. The local frustration in Mayotte over the government's response to 
Cyclone Chido, despite substantial French assistance3, parallels the public outcry in Spain 
(October 2024) and the U.S. (August 2024), where the governments' efforts to manage the 
floods and wildfires were heavily criticized, yet Azerbaijani propagandists did not react to or 
exploit these situations in the same way. 
 

Abusing the Presidency of COP29 for Anti-French Rhetoric  

 
Finally, Azerbaijan used its capacity of the host of the 29th session of the Conference of the 
Parties (COP29) to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change to voice strong-worded 
anti-French narratives with an obvious objective to turn the Global South against France. He 
declared Azerbaijan’s support for small island states as the NAM Chair, President of COP29 and 
in the future. While in its speech at the opening ceremony of COP29 its President Aliyev used 
anti-European and anti-Western rhetoric in general, in his speech made at the Leaders’ Summit 
of the Small Islands Developing States on Climate Change on the next day he accused France in 
the “colonial rule” of its Overseas Territories in the Pacific, Corsica and Mayotte4. He also 
referred to the “colonies” of the Netherlands in the Pacific. He accused France in committing 
crimes, that cause “serious environmental degradation” in those territories, “damage the 
ecosystem of the planet”, as well as in “the recent human rights violations” by the “regime of 
President Macron”. Aliyev also accused the European institutions in “not denouncing France” 
for its crimes out of “political hypocrisy” and “political corruption”, and stated that “they share 
responsibility with the government of President Macron for the killings of innocent people.”  
 
This allegation was made in reference to the riots in New Caledonia in the first half of 2024 that 
according to the French authorities and VIGINUM, a French service responsible for foreign 
digital interference and disinformation, have been fueled by the foreign interference by the Baku 
Initiative Group (BIG) between July 2023 and October 2024, attempting to challenge France’s 

                                                 
3 Macron's visit, although criticized for his handling of local tensions, underscored France’s commitment to 
restoring order, pledging millions of euros in aid and resources to rebuild the affected regions.  
4 It is important to note that France plays a significant role in global climate change mitigation, notably having hosted 
the COP21 in 2015, which led to the adoption of the landmark Paris Agreement, setting the framework for global 
action to limit warming to 1.5–2°C above pre-industrial levels.  

https://documents.un.org/doc/resolution/gen/nr0/739/12/img/nr073912.pdf?OpenElement
https://apnews.com/article/mayotte-france-cyclone-chido-aid-e073dfc2eda629af0a297e74f2f333fa
https://x.com/AzerbaijaniCA/status/1870361407629218018
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/frances-macron-visit-mayotte-shantytowns-wrecked-by-cyclone-chido-2024-12-20/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://president.az/en/articles/view/67281
https://president.az/en/articles/view/67325
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/politics/article/2024/05/23/new-caledonia-macron-says-he-won-t-force-through-contested-voting-reform_6672461_5.html
https://x.com/telematin/status/1790993081564881274
https://www.sgdsn.gouv.fr/files/files/20240517_NP_SGDSN_VIGINUM_Fiche%20Technique_RecognizeNewCaledonia_ENG_vf.pdf
https://evnreport.com/politics/manipulation-of-anti-colonial-narratives-in-french-overseas-territories-and-corsica/
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territorial integrity in its overseas territories by exploiting political and independence movements. 
However, a December 2024 report by Viginum about the BIG’s anti-French digital 
disinformation campaign concluded that despite its efforts, the campaign failed to gain the 
intended visibility and influence within the targeted French-speaking populations. 
 
Alyev also reminded the EU’s High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
Joseph Borell’s controversial speech from October 2022, in which he had called “Europe a 
garden and the rest of the world jungles”. Aliyev stated that “if we are jungles, then stay away 
from us and don't interfere in our affairs.” He repeated his remark about this speech in his 
interview to the Russian pro-Kremlin propagandist anchor Dmitry Kiselev, (sanctioned by 
the EU and the United States) on December 18, 2024 taking it further, suggesting that Borell 
would have been a fitting foreign minister for the dictator Franco.  
 
Finally, he urged that “all political prisoners in France must be immediately liberated” in a 
statement, mimicking the calls of reputable international players, including the European 
institutions and France to Azerbaijan to release its hundreds of political prisoners. 
 
Borell criticized President Aliyev’s allegations on the EU, France and the Netherlands as 
undermining the conference’s vital climate objectives and the credibility of Azerbaijan’s COP29 
presidency. While President Macron had not planned to go to the summit in Baku, the French 
Minister for the Ecological Transition, Energy, the Climate and Risk Prevention Agnes Pannier-
Runacher canceled its trip to Baku, calling Aliyev’s comments “unacceptable” and 
“unjustifiable”. Azerbaijan’s Ambassador to France Leyla Abdullayeva was summoned to the 
Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs of France on 19 November due to the “hostile acts” by 
Azerbaijan. The representatives of the French companies followed the security advisory and did 
not go to the summit. Despite the diplomatic incident, France's negotiating team continued to 
participate in the conference, aiming to advance climate action agreements. 
 
At COP29 in Baku, Azerbaijan, African nations sought substantial climate finance to address the 
continent's pressing climate challenges. While the conference resulted in a commitment from 
developed countries to mobilize $300 billion annually by 2035, this figure falls short of the $1.3 
trillion annually by 2030 that African leaders deemed necessary.  
 
Azerbaijan is a major producer of fossil fuel, therefore convening COP29 in Baku was highly 
controversial. Just to add to that controversy, Aliyev called oil and gas “a gift from God” in its 
welcome remarks for COP29, which was criticized as inappropriate “glorification” of fossil fuel. 
There were reports about fossil fuel deals made in the margins of the summit. 
 

Further Escalation of Aliyev’s Aggressive Rhetoric in His Latest 
Interviews 

 
Aliyev intensified his anti-Western rhetoric, with a focus on France, the EU and the outgoing 
U.S. administration, whom he framed as part of a broader Western alignment against Azerbaijan, 
in his televised interview to the Russian state TV on 18 December 2024 and in the latest 
interview to the local Azerbaijani journalists on 7 January 2025.  
 
He accused President Macron of adopting a “biased stance” in favor of Armenia and adopting a 
confrontational approach toward Azerbaijan during and after the 2020 Karabakh War. He 

https://www.sgdsn.gouv.fr/publications/un-notorious-big-une-campagne-numerique-de-manipulation-de-linformation-ciblant-les
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ufAHg6hN4OA
https://president.az/en/articles/view/67537
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/a-disillusioned-democrat/
https://www.1lurer.am/en/2024/09/14/US-imposed-sanctions-on-%D0%A0%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BD%D1%8F-media-group-and-Dmitry-Kiselyov/1187868
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20241017IPR24740/meps-denounce-violations-of-human-rights-and-international-law-by-azerbaijan
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20241017IPR24740/meps-denounce-violations-of-human-rights-and-international-law-by-azerbaijan
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/dossiers-pays/azerbaidjan/evenements/article/azerbaidjan-la-france-est-profondement-preoccupee-par-la-recente-vague-d
https://x.com/JosepBorrellF/status/1856983481131094055
https://x.com/France24_en/status/1857106372321550533
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/country-files/azerbaijan/news/article/azerbaijan-summoning-of-the-azerbaijani-ambassador-19-november-2024
https://www.intelligenceonline.com/corporate-intelligence/2024/11/22/security-concerns-dissuade-executives-at-top-french-firms-from-attending-cop29-in-baku,110343035-art
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20241123-world-approves-un-rules-for-carbon-trading-between-nations-at-cop29
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKoYy_gJn3Q
https://www.politico.eu/article/azerbaijan-leaders-fossil-fuel-praise-at-cop29-inappropriate-belgium-says/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crmzvdn9e18o
https://president.az/en/articles/view/67871
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highlighted France's attempts to undermine Azerbaijan’s sovereignty, including efforts to raise 
issues related to Azerbaijan’s actions at the UN Security Council. Aliyev also alleged that France 
was “meddling” in Georgia’s internal and regional affairs, suggesting that this interference served 
to destabilize the country and undermine its sovereignty. Furthermore, Aliyev claimed that 
France’s actions in the region were part of a broader strategy to limit Azerbaijan’s growing 
influence and diminish its international standing, including efforts to sabotage Azerbaijan's 
successful hosting of COP29. 
 
Expanding his critique to Africa, Aliyev accused Macron and France of clinging to outdated 
neocolonial policies that had resulted in failures across the continent. He specifically pointed to 
Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger, where French troops had been “expelled”, as evidence of 
France’s diminishing influence. He attributed these failures to France’s refusal to acknowledge 
the independence and agency of African nations, contrasting it with the increasing presence of 
countries like Russia and China, which were filling the void left by France. Aliyev condemned 
France's colonial history, stating that events in these regions revealed the "disgusting face of 
French colonialism." 
 
In those interviews, Aliyev also accused the EU of adopting a selective and biased approach to 
the South Caucasus, claiming it favored Armenia while disregarding Azerbaijan’s legitimate 
interests and achievements. He also described the Biden administration as “Soros people”, 
criticized them for their foreign policy and promotion of democracy and human rights, and 
accused them of using these principles as tools for interference in other countries' internal 
affairs. In his interview to the Russian TV he also claimed to share the incoming U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s “traditional values”.  
 
Finally, Aliyev also reflected on the shifting global order, emphasizing its instability and asserting 
the increasing importance of military power in shaping the geopolitical landscape. He remarked 
that these changes required nations to strengthen their defense capabilities to secure their 
sovereignty in an uncertain world. While boasting about Azerbaijan’s rising military capabilities, 
he demanded that France, the EU, and the United States cease their support for Armenia’s 
security and defense sector. Furthermore, he insisted that Armenia return armaments it had 
received from France for its defense, issuing a stern warning about potential consequences if 
these demands were not met. 
 

Commonality of Azerbaijani and Russian Anti-France Narratives 

 
Azerbaijan supports a narrative that resonates with African sentiments regarding the lasting 
impact of France’s colonial legacy in Africa. I t implies that while former French colonies have 
gained formal independence, France continues to politically intervene in internal affairs or 
subject these nations to colonial economic exploitation. Azerbaijan claims to support anti-
colonial movements in Africa that resist “external interference,” which it associates with France’s 
“neo-colonial practices”. Baku encourages African nations to assertively claim their 
independence and sovereignty from France. Its propaganda tool BIG refers to Azerbaijan’s 
notion of sovereignty and non-interference in its domestic affairs as a role model.  
 
Azerbaijan’s narratives on French influence in Africa resemble those employed by Russia, China 
and Turkey regarding Western dominance over developing countries. These narratives argue 
that the West—along with multilateral organizations like the EU and even the UN—imposes 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23311886.2023.2241257
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human rights and democracy-related preconditions for providing security or economic 
assistance to Africa. Some circles in African countries perceive this as interference in their 
internal affairs and sovereignty, designed to maintain their dependence.  
 
In contrast, Russia, China, and Turkey claim that they assist developing countries in Africa 
without such preconditions. This includes economic assistance by China and Turkey, and 
Russian Wagner’s purported security services in Africa. Russia has claimed that France 
maintained its presence in Africa to exploit natural resources : the Russian 
disinformation campaign played a significant role in stirring up anti-French public opinion in the 
region, especially in Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso. In March 2024, the spokesperson of the 
Russian MFA Maria Zakharova stated that France is compensating in the South Caucasus for 
“its failures in Africa” and Aliyev echoed that narrative in his interview to the Russian TV in 
December 2024.  
 

Conclusions :  

 
Azerbaijan’s information warfare against France in Africa and in general aligns with Azerbaijan’s 
broader coercive diplomatic strategy, with parallels with Russia’s hybrid war tactics, and aims to 
achieve the following objectives: 
 
Prevent support to Armenia by France and the EU: 

 By fueling anti-French movements in the Pacific and Africa, Azerbaijan is aiming 
to distract France from the South Caucasus, blackmail it in order to stop its political and 
defense support for Armenia. Azerbaijan want to see a diplomatically isolated and 
unsupported Armenia, unable to defend its borders against military aggression, in order 
to continue to challenge Armenia’s territorial integrity and sovereignty, or at least - 
impose its regional hegemony. 

 Azerbaijan is retaliating France for its criticism of Azerbaijan and Russia in relation to 
their actions to Armenia, and aiming to ensure impunity for Azerbaijan’s ethnic cleansing 
of Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh and to normalize the violation of Armenia’s 
territorial integrity, both with Russia’s complicity.  

 Azerbaijan is employing accusations of neocolonialism against France and other EU 
nations, such as The Netherlands, as counter-narratives in response to European 
Parliament resolutions critical of Azerbaijan and supportive of Armenia. 
 

Prevent the pro-Western shift in Armenia’s foreign and security policies: 
 Azerbaijan and Russia are also interested in keeping Armenia dependent on Russia that 

has failed its commitments to Armenia as a traditional ally and haven’t provided neither 
political nor defense support to Armenia in face of Azerbaijani aggression but has instead 
aligned with Azerbaijani claims and narratives, including in the UN Security Council 
meetings, to keep Russian political influence and military presence in Armenia. 

 By trying to neutralize the French, the EU and the U.S. support for Armenia, Azerbaijan 
and Russia are also trying to stop and reverse the transformation of Armenia’s foreign 
and security policies, such as newly shaping aspirations for the EU membership, and the 
newly concluded strategic partnership with the U.S. Azerbaijan targets France more than 
the EU and the U.S. because France is the only Western actor providing armaments to 
Armenia. The EU and the U.S. are providing soft security support to Armenia. 

 

https://eba.se/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Bistandskonditionalitet-September-2023-webb.pdf
https://www.ispionline.it/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Africa-turning-Against-web.pdf
https://www.dw.com/en/how-turkey-is-competing-with-china-for-influence-in-africa/a-70301293
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/what-russias-wagner-group-doing-africa
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27273639
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27273639
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/le-monde-africa/article/2023/11/03/how-west-african-public-opinion-turned-against-france_6223881_124.html
https://tass.com/politics/1766857
https://evnreport.com/politics/how-azerbaijan-deceives-and-harasses-the-international-community/
https://aze.media/macrons-failures-in-africa-new-caledonia-south-caucasus/
https://evnreport.com/politics/part-i-evolution-of-french-support-for-armenia-amid-azerbaijans-aaggression/
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/01/09/armenia-takes-first-step-to-eu-accession-as-government-approves-bill
https://am.usembassy.gov/charter-on-strategic-partnership-between-the-united-states-of-america-and-the-republic-of-armenia/


 
 

10 

 

Positioning itself as a medium power, a regional and global player 
 Azerbaijan is challenging France, a NATO, EU and UN Security Council (SC) 

permanent member, to jeopardize its global influence by amplifying anti-colonial 
narratives in international forums.  

 It is trying to increase its influence in Africa and secure votes and alliances with African 
nations that have significant representation in UN bodies. This strategy also aims to 
counterbalance Azerbaijan’s non-participation in the Organisation internationale de la 
Francophonie. 

 Baku is leveraging its recent four-year chairmanship of the Non-Aligned Movement to 
build alliances in the Global South and extend its influence in Africa. Azerbaijan is 
positioning itself as a champion against “Western colonialism and neo-colonialism” and a 
“defender of historical justice, equality and respect for sovereignty.”  

 Finally, Azerbaijan is becoming increasingly ambitious, aiming to position itself as a 
middle-power state and independent regional and global player by challenging major 
states and presenting itself as a supporter of developing states./. 

 

https://thegeopolitics.com/africa-azerbaijan-relations-the-need-for-a-new-vision/

